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A SIXTH. 


Ap! RE SS 


TO THE 


FRE E C I T-1 ZEN S, 


AND 
RE E- HOLD ERS, 
OF THE 
Ir y of DUBL INV. 


MEN and BRETHREN, 

IEE Matters which 1 have aſſerted in my fifth 
| Addreſs, being of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
you, I ſhall, as well, for your Satisfacton, as 
o ſilence all contentious Cavillers, before 1 go upon ex- 
planing the other To Eſtates; offer ( the main Evi- 
0 es on which the principal Aſſertions rein are found- 
Tus I ſhall do, by tracing out the Original Contract, 
nd giving you ſome Sketches of the Hiſtory, of the 
Wa Charters or & tatutes of - Liberties, granted or 


paſſed, 


paäaſſed, in England, which relate to us; particularly a fii 


i 9 
| 
E. 
- 
| 
"4 
3 
| 
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confeſicd and declared. 


Conſtitution in ſunder. 


ing and diſclaiming all Right and Titule to the Crown, by 


govern them by the good, approved and antient Laws if 
the Realm. And it is evident, that ſoon after this Cove- 


the Two FEftates of Lords and Commons, ſince called the 


the memorable one, in the fourth Year of his Reign, 
which was in the Year of Chriſt 1071, called his MAG- 


Free Service, whieh they ought of Right to do, and are 
bound to do, for Us, as it is ſtatuted and conceded 10 


141 


Tranſlation of King John's MAGNA CHART A. 

1 ſhall begin with William the Norman, commonly and 
untruly called, the Conqueror; and produte ſome authen- 
tic Teſtimony of what our Conſtitution was then, by him 


Tus illegitimate Tyrant, by Force of Arms, poſſeſſed 
himſelf of abſolute Power, in England; and by the Strength 
of Foreign Mercenaries, for ſome time, ſuppreſſed the 
common Rights of the People, and daſhed the nationa 


Bur, wiſely judging a 7itule by Conqueſt very precarious 
he choſe to exchange it for a conſtitutional Titule So way- 


Conqueſt, without preſuming to make any Variation, or 
Alteration in the fundamental Principles, or eſſential Form 
of this Conſtitution, or Government ; he entered into the 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT With the People; covenanting to 


nant, he called and held Communs Concilium REC. 


Parliament, and paſſed ſeveral Statutes. But, particular, 


NA CHARKRTA ; of the principal Paragraph, of which, 
the following is a juſt Tranſlation, _ 

Wr will and agree, that all the Freemen of the 
whole Monarchy of our Kingdom, ſhall have and hold 
their Lands and Poſſeſſions, peaceably and freely, from 
every unjuſt Exation, and from every Tax. So that n0- 
thing ſhalt be taken or exacted from them, except ther 


them, as thew FltreDiTary RicnT for ever, by Us 
and Our Common Council, of Our whole Kingdom.” 
I muſt be confeſſed, that this King, as well as many. df 
his Succeſſors, violated this ſacred Bond, and governed Ar- 
bitrartly. But it is as obſe 


14 | 
ty was ſuppreſſed, not totally extinguiſhed : That the 
Lords and Commons ſtrongly adhered to the national 
Conſtitution, and watched for every Opportunity of aſſert- 
ing and vindicating it: That they often admitted, ſome- 
times invited to the Throne ſome promiſing Princes, who 
ewed a willing Mind and Intention to tettore the Con- 
ſtiturion, regardleſs of ſome, who did not underſtand of 
ecard it, tho' they ſtood nearer, in Confangui- 
niry and the ordinary Line ot Deſcent, Of "th:fe 
ve are furniſhed with ſundry Examples, in the fubſequerit 
Neigns. William the ſecond and Henry the firſt were pre- 
ferred to their eldeſt Brother, Robert Duke of Normandy; 
Stephen and Henry the ſecond, to Maud the Emprels ; 
John, to Arthur, the Son of his elder Brother Jeffery Earl 
ff Anjoy, Henry Duke of Lancaſter, to the Houſe of. York; 
with many others of later Date. 5 
Ax other Charter or Statute of the Rights and Liberties 
of the People, was granted or paſſed by Henry the firſt at 
13 Coronation, in the Year 1100 and a Duplicate thereof, 
under the great Seal, was ſent to every Sheriff in EHRland. 
tom the only one of theſe, which eſcaped the ſucceeding 
ohvulſions of the Government, and which fell into the 
Hands of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, above an hundred 
ears after, were drawn the Heads of that great Statute, 
alled King Johns Macna CHART a, which was agreed on, 
id paſſed, by the King, Lords and Commons, at Ran- 
4 in the 14th Year, of his Reign, and put under 
he Great Seal, as the ſtrongeſt and moſt concluſive Evi- 
lence of the Facts therein contained, that may be poſſi- 
ly produced, by the Subject againſt the Crown. 
As the 1 . this Charter is a Matter of the laſt Mo- 
ent to all his N geſty's Subjects, as well as to you, My 
bra Ex, 1 Jade it proper to give you ſome Account 
Us Rite and Progreſs. e 
| Joan, upon the Death of his Brother King Richard, tak- 
of bg the Advantage of the Minority and Weakneſs of his 
. phew Arthur, and his Niece Eleanor, both Orphans, the 
der. due of bis elder Brother Jeffrey Earl of Aujou, the Ne- 
e not above 1 3 Years old, ſeiſed, and 8 


5 
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accordingly, in the fourth Year of his Reign, by the Ad 


[6] 
of N: mandy. and ſought after Anjou, and other Territa. 
rics of this young Prince. Upon an offer and ſolemn Fro. 


miſes and Engagements made, to reſtore all Men to thei 
Rights and I. Ber ties and to govern by the national Conjtity 
tion, he was preferred and called, by the Lords and Comin 
to the Throne. He was but ill eſtabliched in his foreign Dy 
minions, and was neceſſitated to lemand the Atten dance and 
Aſſiſtance of his Britiſh Subj: ct, in ſome of his Expect: 11 
into France; which they, juiiging it illegal, and antics 
titutional, juſtly declined : And the rather, becauſe aii the 
principal Places of Honor, Profit or Truſt in the Stat, iN 1 
were then granted to, and poſſeſſed by French Men, uf 
the utter Diſcontent of the Engl/b; and becauſe our King 
ſince the Norman Invaſion, ſtrongly retained a Tant nM 
their Principles of Government, from that of Frau 
where being uſed to govern deſpotically, they frequeny 


_ attempted to eſtabliſh the ſame arbitrary Power in Ar. 
land, which the People could not bear, and th: refore, 8 / 


all Occaſions, oppoſed, t 

Joux, diſpleaſed at his Brit Subjetts, l Aten i 
dance and Aids, in his Expeditions into his foreign Don © 
nions, reſolved to puniſh them A4rb/trarily, and to imp 
Taxes on them, as he might on his French Vaſſals. And, 


vice of his French Minions and Miniſters, he impoſed 
heavy Tax, and exacted it, with the utmoſt Rigor. 
Tais violent Aſſumption of Arbitrary Power ſoon alarmit 
the People; and they bravely oppoſed it. The Lords'head 
ing the Commons, Jevied War againſt the King, after ha 
ing waited patiently, by milder Means to reclaim him, i 
about 15 Years, in vain. For he like other Tyrants, tod 
Advantage of the ſ::ming paſſive Diſpoſition of the Px 


re 


ple, to impoſe and Jevy high Taxes upon them; il 
that, when the civil Wars commenced, the King was ab a" 
by the Treaſure he had thus, unlawtully amaſſed, to th 
War againſt them, and to keep foreign Mercenary Tro tu 

in pay, to enſlave his People W; 
© Bexore the King brought his Mercenaries to engage! WB 
the. Militia, under the Barons, he Was prevailed oy of 


Stepit 


of their Country. 
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Stephen Langton, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to forbear P 


while, and to call a Parliament, in which Langton, lat 
before them the Charter of Henry the firſt, before: menti- 
tioned, in which the hereditary Powers, Rights, Liberties 


and Privileges of the People were eſtabliſhed and ſet forth. 


Taz Parliament diſpatched all the Buſineſs of this Seſſi- 
on, in Order to conſider of proper Means, during the 
Receſs, of aſſerting their conſtitutional Rights, agreeable 


to the above Charter. 


lx the mean time, the King was called to viſit his favorite, 


foreign Domimons. The Baron: and Commons, taking 
the Advantage of his Ab'ence, met at St. Eamund s- 


| Bury, and there form'd an Aſſociation, to uſe all Means for 


the Reſtoration and Re-eſtabliſhment of the Conſtitution 


Ueox the King's Return home, the Barons and Com- 
mons, in a Body, loyally attended him, and petitioned him, 
to reſtore their Rights, 2 to Henry the firſt's Char- 


ter. "He mildly, artfully cluded” their Demandss-by tak 


ing three Months time to conſider of it. At the Time 
appointed to receive the King's Anſwer, the People aſſem- 
bled, and marching towards Oxford, were met by a Meſ- 

ſenger from the King, who defired to know their De- 

mands? They gave him, in Anſwer, a Schedule of their 

Rights, from the above Charter; upon reading which, the 
King flew into a violent Paſſion and gave them a poſſitive 
Denial. The People, enraged at this diſappointment, pro- 
ceded to the ſeiſing on the King's Caltles, Lands, &c. 

The King finding himſelf quite forſaken, pretended Peace, 
received and approved preliminary Articles, orCapitulations, 
from the People, which he agreed to, and ſigned with his Seal. 
Same time after, he called a Parliament at Running-Mead, 
where the following Statute, agreeable to the ſaid Articles, 
and declaratory of the antient Rights and Liberties, of 
the Subject, was made and paſſed, like other antient Sta- 
tutes, in the Form of a Charter, to which, the great Seal 
was affixed, and to ſeveral Copies or Duplicates thereof, 
which were Sent to all the Sheriffs of England, with or- 
ders to publiſh and obſerve this great Renewal of the Law. 


of 
£8 ] 
Punx foll 19-2 Tranflation of one of the ion 
of this great > tub ſtill by Gop's Providence, per edt 
eſerved in the Cottonian Library, tho' it has bee, 
5 the pybliſhers of Statutes, Inſtitutes of Law Sc. Ws 
Ld or WY 4 agen, or eee 


1A. 


THz . 


| GREAT STATUTE 


OF THE 


RIGHTS eee 


2 NGL AND, 


Commonly Called 


* 


IMAGNA CHARTA- 


; e Foe o 5 


0 H N, by the Grace of Gov, King of 1 
Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy, Aquitain, 
and Earl of Aujou ; To the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 


| AF. Earls, Barons, Juftices, Foreſters, Sheriffs, 
| Provoſts, Miniſters, and all his Bailifs and his Lieges, 


Greeting Know VE, That We, in the Preſence of Gop, 
and tor the Health of our Soul, and the Souls of all our 


Anceſtors, and of our Heirs, and for the Honor of God, 
and the Advancement of Holy Church, and for the A. 


mendment of the Government of our Realm, by the Ad- 
vice of our venerable Fathers, Stephen Archbithop of Can- 


| terbury, Primate of all Exgland, and Cardinal of the holy 


Church of Rome, Henry Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, William 


| Bilhop of London, Peter Biſhop of Wincheſter, Foſcelin 
Bithop of Bath and Glaſtonbury, Hugh Biſhop of Lincoln, 


Walter Biſhop of Worceſter, William Biſhop of Cheſter, 


Benedift Biſhop of Rocbeſter, and Maſter Pandulph Sub- 


deacon of our Lord the Pope, and of our Friend and 
Brother Eymeric Maſter of the Order of Knights Tem- 
plars in Erg lind; And by the Advice of our Noblemen 


Wilian Earl Marſhal, Earl of Pembroke, William Earl of 


5 alis bury, 


- [ 10 } = 
Falisbury, William Earl of Warren, William Earl of Arun 
del, Alan of Gallo:vay, Conſtable of Scotland, Warin Hitz. 
Gerold, Peter Fitz- Herb:rt, Hubert e Burgh, Steward of 
Poiftou, Hugh Nevill, Mathew Hitz- Herbert, Thomas 
Baſſett, Alan Boſje:!, Philip D' Aubenie, Robert de Ro- 
pel, John Marſhal, Jahn Fitz-Hugh, and of our other faith- 
ful Commons. . 1 

$. II. Have, in the firſt place, conceded to and confirm- 
ed to God, by this our preſ-:nt Charter, for Us and for 
our Heirs for ever; that the Cliuarch of England hall be 
Free, and ſhall e jo, all her Rights and Liberties unhurt; 
and ſo js our Will it ali be obſerved, which appears, for- 
aſmuch as we, before the Diſagreement between Us, and 
our Barons, had granted, of our mere and free Will, the 
Liberty of Elections, which was reputed to be greatly ne- 
ceſſa y to the Church of England, and had confirmed the 
fame by our Charter; and moreover, had procured the 
| fame to be confirmed by our Lord Pope Innocent the third, 
which both we will obſerve, and we will, that the ſame be, 
bond fide, obſerve:! by our Heirs for Ever. 
FS. III. Ws have allo conceded (i. e. Agreed) for us, 
and our Heirs, that all the Freemen of our Kingdom 
ſhall have and hold to chem, and their Heirs, for ever, of 
Us, and our Heis, all the Liberties under written. 
8. IV. I. any of our Earls, or our Barons, or others, 
that hold of us in Chief by Knight Service, ſhall die, and at 
the Time of his Death, his Heir ſhall be of full Age, and i 
Relief be due, he ſhall have his Inheritance by the An- 
tient Relief; (e wit) the Heir, or Heirs, of an Earl, 
for an entire Earldom, 100 Pounds, the Heir or Heirs df 
' a Baron, for an entire Barony, 100 Marks, the Heir, or 
Heirs, of a Knight, for a whole Knight's Fee, oo Shill 
ings at moſt, and here leſs is due, leſs ſhall be Paid, ac. 
cordiag to the Antient Cuſtoms of the ſeveral Tenures 
FS. V. So alſo, it the Heirs of any ſuch ſhall be within Ag. 
and in Ward, they ſhall have their Inheritance when they 
come of Age, without Relief, and without Fine. 

$ VI. Ia Gua tian of the Land of ſuch -Heirs à 
ſhall be within Age, ſhall not take any Thing out ot the 
Land ot the Heirs, but only the reſonable Profits, real 


aus 
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able Cuſt ms, and reaſonable Services, and that withqut 


Deſtruction and Waſte of Men or Goods. 


VII. Ap it we ſhall commit the Cuſtody | of any 
ſuch Land to a Sheriff, or any other who ought to an- 
ſwer to us the Profits thereof; and if he ſhall make De- 
ſtruction or Waſte of that Wardſhip, we will require of 
him Amends, and the Land ſhall be committed to twa 
Lawful and Diſcreet Men of that Fee, who ſhall anſwer 
for the Profits to us, or to him, to whom we ſhall f. 
ſign the ſame. * 

$. VIII. Amp if we ſhall give, or ſell to any Perſon, 
the Cuſtody of any ſuch Land, and if he ſhall make De- 


ſtruction or Waſte therein, he ſhall loſe the Cuſtody, and 


it ſhall be delivered to Two lawfull and diſcreet Men of 
that Fee, who ſhall likewiſe anſwer to us, as is aboveſaid. 
FS. IX. So alſo, the Guardian, ſo long as he ſhall hold 
the Cuſtody of the Land, . ſhall ſuſtain the Houſes, Parks, 
Ponds, Pools, Mills, and other Things, to that Land ap- 
pertaining, out of the Profits of the ſame Land, and ſhall 
render to the Heir, when he ſhall come to full Age, all 
his Land, well ſtocked with Ploughs and Wains, accord- 
ing to what the Time of the W ainage ſhall require, and 
the Profits of the Land may reaſonably afford. 

$. X. Heixs ſhall be married without Diſparagement ; 
yet ſo that before Matrimony be contracted, the ſame be 
ſhewed to the next of Kin of the ſame Heir. 

F. XI. Tax Widow, after the Death of her Huſband, 
ſhall forthwith, and without any Difficulty, have her Mar- 
riage, and her Inheritance; either ſhall She give any thing 
for her Dower or for her Marti. age, or for her Inheritance 
which Inheritance her Huſband and ſhe held on the Day 
of her Huſband's Death, and ſhe ſhall remain in her 
Huſband's Houſe forty Days after his Death, within which 


her Dower ſhall be Aſſigned to her. 


$. XII. No Widow. ſhall be obliged to marry herſelf, 
whilſt ſhe ſhall be willing to live without a Huſband ; yet 
ſo as ſhe give Security, that ſhe will not Marry herſelf 
without our Conſcnt if ſhe holds of us, or without the 


- Conſent of her Lord of whom ſhe holds, it ſhe hold of 


any other, 
§. XIII 


A 1 12 1 | 
8. XIII. Nzrrngx we nor our Bialiffꝭ will ſize any Land 
nor Rent for any Debt, ſo long as the Goods of the Deb. 
tor are ſufficient to pay the Debt ; nor ſhall the Sureties of 
the Debtor be diſtrained, fo long as he, the Principal 
Debtor, is ſufficient to pay the Debt. 
F. XIV. Ano if the Principal Debtor ſhall fail in Pay- 
ment of the Debt, the Sureties ſhall anſwer the Debt; 
and, it they will, they ſhall have the Lands and Rents of 
the 'Debtor, until they ſhall be farisfied the Debt which 
they ſhall before pay for him, unlefs the Principal Debtor 
ſhew that he is n thereof againſt the fame Su- 


1 reties. 


„ Ir any one ſhall borrow any thing of Jews, 
more or leſs, and die before that Debt be paid, the Debt 
Thall not carry Intereſt fo long as the Heir is under Age, 
of whomeſoever he holds; and if that Debt ſhall fall into 
our Hands, we will not take any thing, but the Goods 
contained in the Deed. 

F. XVI. Ano if any one ſhall die, and owe a Debt 

to Fews, his Wife ſhall have her Dower, and ſhall pay 

nothing of that Debt; and if the Children of the De- 
ceaſed, who ſhall be within Age, ſhall remain, Neceſſi- 

Ties ſhall be provided for them according to the Value of 

the Tenement which was the Deceaſed's, and out of the 

Reſidue, the Debt ſhall be paid, ſaving the Services due 
to the Lord : In like Maoner ſhall it be done concerning 

Debts which ſhall be owing to others than Jews. 

FS. XVII. No Eſcuage, (i. e. Taxes for the Helmet, or 
War, ) or Aid ſhall be impoſed within our Kingdom, hut 

by the Common Council of our Realm, (i. e. by the Par- 
liament) unleſs it be to Ranſom our Perſon, and to make 
our eldeſt Son a Knight, and to Marry our eldeſt Davgh- 
ter once; and for theſe Things the Aid ſhall be but res- 
ſonable (or Moderate.) 

5. XVIII. In like Manner ſhall it be done, concers- 

ing Aids from the City of London, 

F. XIX. Anp, moreover, the City of London ſhall 
Enjoy all a Antient Liberties, and free * as well 
B Land as by Water, 

y y Ws $ xx. 


[14] as 
g. XX. Mon koven, we Will and Concede (i. e. Agree) 
That all other Cities, and Boroughs, and Towns, and 
Ports, ſhall have all their Liberties and free Cuſtoms. 


& XXI. Arp to have the Common Council of the 
Kingdom, i. e. the Parliament) to Aſſes (i. e. to give) Aids 
other wife than in the Three Caſes aforeſaid) or for the AF- 
ſeſſng (i. e. Giving and Aſcertaining) Efcuage (i. e. Tax- 
es for cerrying on Wars,) we will cauſe the Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops, Abbots, Earls, and greater Barons, to be ſum- 
moned by our Writs (or written Letters) under Seal; and, 
| moreover, we will cauſe our Sheriffs and Bailiffs, to ſum- 
mon all thoſe in General, who hold of us in Chief (mean. 
ing the Commons) at a certain Day, to wit, at the End of 
forty Days at the leaſt, and at a certain Place: and in 
all our Writs (or written Letters) of that Summons, the 
Cauſe of ſuch Summons ſhall be expreſſed ; and, ſucli 
Summons being made, the buſineſs ſhall proceed at the 
Day appointed, according to the Council of thoſe who ſhalt. 
be preſent, although all that are ſummoned do not come 
(or appear.) e 0 = 
F. XXII. We wilt not Concede, (or Agree) for the fu- 
ture, that any Man fhall take Aids of his Frecmen, but 
anly to ranſom his Perfon, to make his eldeft Son a Knight, 


and to marry his eldeſt Daughter once; and for theſe 
e Things the Aid fhall be but Reafonable (or Moderate.) 
: $. XXIII. No one ſhall be diſtrained to do greater Ser- 


vice for a Knight's Fee, or for any other Freehold; than 
What is therefrom due. 
6. XXIV. Common PLE As ſhall not follow our Court 
it bot ſhall be held in ſome certain Place. wy 
. WH & XXV. Rrecoonz ances (i. e. the Fudicatere) of Novel, 
e Dhein, Mordancefter,and Darrein Preſentment, ſhall not be 
. ken any where, but in their proper Counties; and in 
„ais Manner We, or our Chief Juſtice (if ourſelves be 
out of the Realm) will ſend Two Juſtices through every 
1- Wcounty Four Times a Year, who with four Knights of 
eyery County, to be choſen by the County, ſhall take the 
al bad Aſſizes, (i. e. the Cignizance and Tryal) in the Coun- 
I. the Day and Place of the County Court; and if; 
fie ſaid A ſſtzes cannot be taken upon that Day, fo many 
X. Vigbts, and Freeholders, of them that were preſent in 


f 14) 

the County Court that Day, ſhall ſtay, by whom Judge. 
ments (/ e. 74;:ce) may be ſufficiently done according to 
what the Buſineſs ſhall be, Greater, or Leſs. - 

F. XXVI:; A Fre:Man ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall 
Offence, but according to the Quantity of ſuch Offence, 
and tor a greater Oitence, he ſhall be amerced according 
to the Greatneſs of his Offence, ſaving his Contenement ; 
and a Merchant ſaving his Merchandize ; mand a Villain, 


mn like manner, ſhall be amerced, ſaving his Wainage, i 
he incurs our Amercement 3 and none of the ſaid Amerce- 


ments ſhall be affeered but by Oath of Good and Lawful 
Men of the Neighbourhovd. 

$, XX VII. EazLs and Barons ſhall not beamerced but 
by their Peers; nor otherwiſe than according to the Qua- 
lity of the Offence. 

$. XXV. II. No Clerk ſhalt-be amerced concerning his 
Lay Fee, but in like Manner as others aforeſaid, and not 
according to the Quantity of his Eccleſiaſtical Benefice. 

F XXIX. No Village nor any Man ſhall be diſtrained 
to make Bridges at the River Banks, but thoſe who anti- 
ently, and of Right, ought to make them. 

AX. No Sheriff Conſtable, Coroners, or other 
our Bailiffs, ſhall hold Pleas of the Crown. 
S. XXXI. ALL Counties, Hundreds, Wa pentakes, and 

Tithings, ſhall be at the antient Farms, without being 
raiſed, except our own Demeſne Manors. 

$. XXXII. Is any Perſon holding of us a Lay-Fee, 
die, and our Sheriffs, or other Hur Bailiffs, ſhew our Let- 
ters Patents of Summons for a Debt which the Deceaſed 
owed to us, it ſhall be lawful for our Sheriff or Bailiff, to 
Attach, and Inventory the Goods of the Deceaſed, found 
upon his Lay-Fee, to the Value of that Debt, by the 
View of lawful Men; yet ſo, as nothing thereof ſhall be 
removed, till ſuch time as the Debt, which ſhall be clear, 
ſhall be paid, and the Reſidue ſhall be left to the Execu- 
tors to perform the Will of the Deceaſed ; and if nothing 
be owing to us from him, all his Goods ſhall go to the 
Deceaſed, faving to his Wife and Children their reaſons: 


Þle Parts, 


5. XXXIIl 
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$. XXXIII. Ir any Freeman ſhall die Inteſtate, his. 
Goods ſhall be diſtributed, by the Hands of his near 


Kindred and Friends, by the View of Holy Church, tav- 
ing to every one, the Debts which the Deceaſed owed him. 
$ XXXIV. No Conſtable, or other our Bailiffs, {ball 


forthwith pay for the ſame, or have Time given him with 
the Conſent of the Seller. 


own proper Perſon, or by mother good Man, if he can- 
Wir we lead him, or ſend him, into the Army, he ſhall be 


be with us in the Army. 

XXXVI. No Sheriff, or Bailiff, or others, ſhall take 
the Horſes, or Carts, of any Freeman, ſor making Car- 
&* unleſs it be with the Leave of ſuch Freeman. 


another Man's Wood for our Caſtles, or other Occaſions, 


nleſs it be with the Conſent of him whoſe Wood it 
ſhall be. 


ſhall be convicted of Felony, except for one Y ear and one 


Jof the Fees. 


b. XXXIX. Art Wears ſhall, from this Time for- 
vard, be wholly put down, from the Thames, and from 


the Sea Coaſt, 


the future, be made to any one, of any Tenement, 
whereby a Freeman may loſe his Court. 


Haubergets, to wit, two Ells within the Liſts. 


Meaſures, 
$. XLIII. 


take the Corn, or other Goods, of any Perſon, unleſs he 


$. XXXV. No Conſtable ſhall diſtrain any Knight, to 
Woive Monies for Caſtle-Guard, if he will perform it in his 


not perform it himſelt for ſome reaſonable Cauſe : And 


diſcharged of Caſtle-Guard, for fo Im Time as ne ſhalt 


XXXVII. NeiTHER will we, nor our Bailiffs, take 


$. XXXVIII. We will not hold the Lands of thoſe who 
Day, and then the Lands ſhall be reſtored to the Lords 


the Medway, and throughout all England, except upon | 
XL. Tux Writ which is called Precipe, ſhall not, for 

$. XLI. Oxs Meaſure of Wine ſhall be uſed through- 
but our. Kingdom, and one Meafure of Ale, and one 
Meaſure of Corn, to wit, the Lendon Quarter: And 


re ſhall be one Breath of dy'd Cloth, Ruſſets, and 
5. XIII. ConcxaxinG * it ſhall be as of 


i 
; 
ö 
' 
: 
j 
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& XLIII. Norgixo ſhall be given or talten for the 


future, for a Writ of Inquiſition, concerning Life or 


Member; but ſuch Writ ſhall be 1 Gratis, and 
ſhall not be denied. 
$ XLIV. Ir any Perſon hold of us by Fee-Farth, or 


by Soccage, or by Burgage, and ſhall hold Land of other 
by Knight Service, we will not have the Cuſtody of the 


Heir, nor of his Land, which is of the Fee of another, 
by reaſon of ſuch Fee-F arm; or of Soecage; of Bur- 
gage; neither will we have the Cuſtody of that Fee. 
Farm, or Soccage, or Burgage, unleſs that Fee-Farm 


owes Knight, Service. 


6. XIV. We will not have the Wardſhip of the Hei, 


or of the Land of any Perſon, which he holds of another 


by Knight Service, by reaſon of any Petit Serjeantry, 
which he holds of us, as by the Service of — us 
Knives, or Arrows, or ſuch-like. 

$ XLVI. No Bailiff, for the future; ſhall put ary 


Man to his Law, upon his bare Complaint; without good 


Witneſſes in that Behalf produced. 
F. XLVII. No Freeman ſhall be taken, or impriſoned, 
or difſeized, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner 


deſtroyed; nos will we go upon him, nor ſend others up- 


on him, but by the lawful Judgment of Ins Peers, or by 


the Law of the Land. 


F. XLVIII. We will neither ſell, nor r deny; nor de- 


lay Right or Juſtice to any Man. 


$. XLIX. AL: Merchants ſhall have Safety: and Secu 
rity. to go out of England, and come into Emgland, and 
ſtay, and go through England, as well by. Land as by 
Water, to buy and ſell without any Evit. Tolls, paying 
the antient and rightful Cuſtoms, entept in Time of War: 
And if they ſhall be of a Country in War againſt us, and 
ſhall be RA in our Land im the Beginning of the War, 
they ſhall be attached, but without Injury to then Bodies 


or Goods, until it ſhall be known to us, or to our Chic 


Juſtice, how the Merchants of out Land aue tyeated, wh 
ſhall be found in the Country at War againſt us; and if 
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with ſhall be lawful for every Man, for the future, 
to = rex of our Kingdom, and to 1eturn ſafely and ſe- 
Icurely, by Land and by Water, ſaving their Faith due 
Ito us; unleſs it be in Time of War, for ſome ſhort Time, 
for the common Profit of the Realm; except Priſoners 
and outlaw*d Perſons, according tothe Law of the Land, 
and the Nation in War againſt us, and Merchauts, con- | 
cerning whom it ſhall be done, as is aforeſaid. 
b. LI. lr. any one ſhall hold of any Eſcheat, as of the 
onor of Wallingford, Nottingham, Boloin, Lancaſter, 
lor of other Eſcheats which are in our Hand, and are Ba- 
Fonies, and ſhall die, his Heirs ſhall not give any other 
Relief, nor do us any other Service, than was made to 
the Baron, if ſuch Barony had been in the Hands of the 
Baron ;, and we wall hold the ſame in like manner, as 
the Baron held it, 
J. LII. Mex who dwell out of the Foreſt, ſhall not 
appear, for the future, before our Juſtices of the F oreſt, 
dy COMMON Summons, unleſs they be in Suit chemſelves, | 
r Bail for others, who. are attached for the Foreſt. 
F. LIII. We will not make Juſtices, Conſtables, She- 
ifs, or Bailiffs, but of ſuch as know the Law of the 
Land, and will well obſerve it. 
Y LIV. ALL who have tounded Abbeys, whereof they 
ave Charters from Kings of England, or antient Tenure, 
all have the Cuſtody thereot when they are vacant, as 
hey ought to have. | | 
$. LV. ALr. the Foreſts that have hm afforeſted in our 
| ime, ſhall forthwith be disforeſted. 
F. XVI. And ſo ſhall it be done of River-Banks, 
ſhich, by us, in our Time, have been erected for De- 
nce of thoſe Kivers. 
$. LVII. All evil Cuſtoms of F oreſts and Warrens, 
nd of Foreſters and Warreners, of Sheriffs and their 
Miniſters ; and of River-Banks, and of their Keepers, 
hall forthwith be enquired of in every County, by Twelve 
nights Sworn of the ſame County, who ought to be 
hoſen by the good Men of the ſame County: And within 
orty Days after ſuch Inquiſition made, the fait evil 
mp ſhall be en aboliſned, by noſe lame * | 
B 
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| fo as never to be revived, provided they be . firſt made 
| known to us or to our Chief Juſtice, | 

FS. LVIII. Arr Hoſtages and Charters ave will forth. 
with reſtore, which have been delivered to us by the £y. 
glifh, for Security of the Peace, or of Faithful Service. 
F. LIX. Wx will wholly remove from Bailiwicks, the 
| Kindred of Gerard de Athyes, that, for the future, they 
ſhall have no Bailiwick in England; Engelard of Cygon, 
Andrew, Peter, and Guyon of Cancell, Gyon de Cygom, 
Geffry de Martigni, and his Brothers, Philip Mark, and 
his Brothers, and Gery his Nephew, and the whole Train 
of them. | . N 
F. LX. Axp forthwith after reſtoring the Peace, ve 
will remove out of the Realm, all Foreigners, Knight, 
Bowmen, Serjeants, and Soldiers, who came with Hork 
and Arms, to the Annoyance of the Kingdom. 
FS. LXI. Ir any Perſon hath been diſſeized, or Elo: 
ned, by us, without the lawful Judgment oſ his Peers, ii 
from Lands, Caſtles, Liberties, or of his Right, we wil Mt n 
forthwith reſtore thoſe Things to him; and if any Dif-W 9 
ference ariſe upon it, then it ſhall be done therein, by ti: o 
Judgment of the Five-and-twenty Barons, of whom Men P 
tion is made hereafter in Security of the Peace. 1 
F. LXII. Tovcninc all thoſe Things of which any Per- t. 
fon hath been diſſeized or Eloined, without the lawful {! 
Judgment of their Peers, by King Henry our Father, © 
or by King Richard our Brother, which we have in ou in 
Hands, or which others hold, to whom we are bound tf? 
warrant the fame, we will reſpit to the common Tem 
of them that have taken the Cruſado, except thoſe Thing '* 


concerning which Suits are commenced, or Inquiſzton 
made, by our Command, before our undertaking tit th 
ECrifago., © | | | ar 
FS. LXIII. Bur when we fhall return from our Pig. &. 

mage, or if, perhaps, we ſhall deſiſt from our Pilgrimage: . 
we wilt forthwith exhibit full Juſtice therein. L; 
g. LXIV. WI will have the ſame Reſpect, and in te cet 
fame manner do Juſtice, concerning Foreſts to be diso thc 
feſttd; or to continue Foreſts, which Henry our Fatih ou 


or Richard our Brother, afforeſted: And concerning 


| [19] 
Cutody bf Lands which are of other Mens Fee, the Cuf- 
todies whereof, we have hitherto had, by reaſon of the 
Fee which any one held of us by Knight's Service; and con- 


8 | cerning Abbeys which have been founded in the Fee of 
| another, than in our own, in, which the Lord of the Fee 


call ſay he hath Right: And when we ſhall return, or 


1 if ve. ſhall deſiſt from our Pilgrimage, we will forthwith 


, do full Right to all Perions complaining. 
, g. LXV. No Man ſhall be Arreſted nor Impriſoned for 


(| Ws the Appeal of a — for the Death of any other 


u than her Huſband. . 
$. LXVI. ALL the F ines which are made with us un- 


ne * 1 and againſt the Law of the Land ; and All A- 
« WY mercements impoſed wrongfully, and contrary to the Law 


of che, Land, ſhall be wholely pardoned, or there ſhall be 

done therein, according to the Judgment of the Five- 
d. 2nd-twenty Barons, of whom Mention is made hereafter, 
| in the Security of the Peace, or according to the Judg- 
/il ment of the greater Part of them, together with the ſaid- 


il Stephen Archbiſhop of Canterbury, if he can be there, and 


th: WW others, whom he ſhall call to him; and if he cannot. be 
en Ee nevettheleſs the Buſineſs ſhall proceed without 

m; ſo that if any one, or more of the ſaid Five-and- 
er. twenty Barons, be concerned in the like Complaint, they 
ful 8 {ball be Amoved as to the Judgment therein, and others 
ger, choſen and Sworn, ſhall be put in their Room, to act 


ou in their Stead, by the Reſidue of the ſaid Fi ive-and- - 


twenty Barons. 


OS 


erm 5. LXVII. Ir we BRAY diſſeized or eloined any 22 0 


g men of Land, Franchiſes, or other Things, without the 
ror lawful Judgment of their Peers in England, or in Wales, 
te the ame ſhall forthwih be reſtored ; and if Contention ſhall 


ariſe thereupon, then it ſball be done therein in the March- 


es, by che Tag Jadgmaent of their Peers, concerning Lands of 


the Marches: The I Ana ſhall do the fame to us, and 
our eee 1 1 te 
B 1 8. XLVII. 


England, according to the Law of Euglaud; concerning 
Lands of Wales, according to the Law of Wales; con- 
cerning Lands of the Marches, 777 to the Law ot 


f #6 5 

8 LXVIII. bernd all theſe Things, which any 
of the Welſbmen have been diſſeized or eloined, without 
the-tawſul 'Judgmenr' of their Peers, by King Henry our 
Father, or King Richard our Brother: which we have in 
our Hands, or bien others hold to whom we are bound 
ro warrant the fame, we reſpite the ſame, until the com- 
mon Term of thoſe that have taken the Cruſado; thoſe 
Things excepted, of which Suits were commenced, or 
Inquiſition taken by dur Command, before our- under- 
taking the Cruſado. | 
Cy LXIJX. Wax we ſhall return \ from our  'Pilori 
mage, or if peradventure we ferbear going, we will forth- 
with cauſe Juſtice to be fully done therein, according to the 
Laus of Wales, and the Parties aforeſaid. 5 | 
$. LXX We will forthwith reſtore the Son of Tien 
and all the Hoſtages of Wales, and the Charters that have 
been delivered to us, for the Security of the Peace. 
S LXXI. WI will deal with Alexander King of Scol. 
land, concerning the reſtoring his Siſters and Hoſtages, 
his Franchiſes, and his R icht, according to the Form in 
which we ſhall do to our other Barons of England, unleſs 
it ought to be otherwiſe, by Virtue of the ' Charters -which 
we have from his Father William, late King of the Scots, 
and this to be by the Judgment of his Peers in our Court. 

S E-XXII. Arr theſe Cuſtorns aforeſaid, and Franchi- 
ſes, which we have Conceded ( 5: e. Agreed ) to be hol- 
den in our Kingdom, fo tar as belongs to us, towards ours, 
all Men of. our Kingdom, as well Clergymen as Laymen, 
ſhall obferve, fo far as belongs to them, towards Theirs, 
$. LX III So alfo, whereas for God's Sake, and for 
the Amendment of our Government, and the better to 
compoſe the Diſcord fprung up betwixt us and our Barons, 
we have conceded (1. e. Agreed) to all thefe things, willing, 
That they be enjoyed for ever, with an entire and firm 
| Stability we do make and grant to our People, the Se- 
curity under- written (to wit,) That the Barons ſhall chuſe 
Five-and- twenty Barons of the Realm, whom they will, 
who ought, to their utmoſt Power, obſerve, hold, and 
_ cauſe to be obſerved, the Peace and Liberties which we 
hive conceded to, and by this our preſent Charter have 
confirmed; 


- 
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confirmed; ſo, to wit, that if we, or dur Juſtice,” or our 
Bailiffs, or any ot our Miniſters, ſhall, im any thing towards 
any Man, fail to do Right, or ſhall Tranſgreſs anyof the Arti- 
cles of this Peace, or Security, and ſuch FA LuNEtodo Right, 
ſhall be ſhewn to four Barons of the faid fi ve-and- twenty 
Barons, Thoſe four Barons ſhall come to us, or to our 
Juſtice, if we ſhall be out of the Realm, propounding to 
us the Exces3, and praying, that we will cauſe the Excxss to 
be without Delay, amended: And if we ſhall not amend 


Yo 


ſuch Excsss, or if we ſhall be out of the Realm, and our 


Juſtice ſhall not amend it, within the Space of forty Days, 
to be computed from the Time, when it ſhall be ſhewed 


to u, or to our Juſtice (it we be out of the Realm ;) then 


the ſaid four Barons, ſhall report the Cauſe to the Refidue 
of the ſaid dve- and- twenty Barons, and thofe five- and: twen- 


ty Barons, with the Commonalty of the whole Land, ſhall, 


and may diſtreis and grieve us, by all the means they can; 


to wit, by taking Caſt! es, Lands, Poſſeſſions, and by ſuch 


other Means as they can, untill it ſhall be amended, ac- 
cording to their Judgment; ſaving our Perſon, and the 
Perſons of our Queen, and of our C hildren : And when 
x ſnall be amended, they ſhall obey us as before, 

F. IXXIV. Axp whoſoever of the Realm will, may 
ſwear, in order to - execute all the Things aforeſaid, that 


be will obey the Commands of the ſaid Five-and-twenty 


Barons, and that he, with them, will, to his Power, grieve 


us ; and we will publickly and freely give Liberty of 


ſwearing, to every one that will ſwear, and will never pro- 


hibit any one to Swear. > 


F. LXXV. Also, all thoſe of the Realm, who, for them- 
ſelves, and of their own Accord, will ſwear to the twenty- 


five Barons, to Ciſtreſs and grieve us, we, together with 


them, will, by our Command, cauſe them to ſwear to the 
{ad Barons, as is aforeſaid. . 


Le A if any of th gad gende 


Barons ſhall die, or withdraw out of the Realm, or ſhall 
be in any Way hindred, whereby they cannot execute the 
Things aforeſaid, the Reſidue of the ſaid five-and-rwenty 


Barons, ſhall chuſe another in his Place, for his Judg- 
7 ** 83 | 3 9 8 \ Writs 2 | | 
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ment, who fall be, in like manner, Sworn as the reſt 
S. LXXVII. So alfo, in all Things which are commit- 
ted to the ſaid five.and-twenty Barons to be Executed, is 
by Chance they, the ſaid five-and-twenty, ſhallnotbe preſent, 
or ſhall diſagree about the Matters left to them, or any of 
thoſe that are ſummoned, cannot, or will not, come, it ſhall 
be accounted authentick and firm, whatfoeverthe majur Part 
of them, who'ſhall be preſent, ſhall provide and command, 
as if all the Fe- and-· twenty had joined therein, and con- 
FS. LXXVIII. Anp the faid Five- and twenty Barons 
ſhall ſwear, that they will faithfully obſerve all the Mat- 
them to be obſerved. Li; 75 Fs 6 He | 
F. LXXIX. AND we will not obtain from any one 
by © ourſelves, or by any other, any thing whereby any 
of theſe Conceſſions (i. e. Areemenis) or any of theſe 
| Liberties, ſhall be revoked,” or weakened; and if any 
ſuch thing ſhall be obtained, it ſhall be null and void, and 
ſhall never be made Uſe ot by us, nor by any other. 
FS. LXXX. And all IIl-will, Reſentments, and Ran- 
cor, ſprung up between us, and our People, Clergymen 
and Laymen, from the Time of the Diſcord, we do ful- 
ly remit to. and pardon them all. 


ters aforeſaid, and, to the utmoſt of their Power, cauſe 


Fi LXXXI. FuRTHERMORE, all Treſpaſſes committed 
by Occaſion of the ſaid Diſcord, ſince Eaſter, in the Six- 
teenth Year of our Reign, until Peace be eſtabliſhed, we 
do fully remit to all Men, Clerks, and Laymen, and, ſo 
far as conc*tns us, do fully pardon. n. 
S. LXXXII. Any moreover, we have cauſed 
made to them, Letters Patent, teſtified by Stephen Arch- 
biſhop: of Canterbury, Henry Archbiſhop of Dublin, and 
by the Biſhops aforeſaid, and by Mr. Pai upon 
this Security, and the Conceſſions (i. e. Agreenents) 
JJ 8 i: ran 

F. LXXXIII. Warrzrors we will, and ſtrictly com- 
mand, that the Church of England be free, and that the 
Men in our Kingdom ſhall have and hold all the faid Li- 
berties, Rights, and Conceſſions (i. e. Agreements) * 
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and in Peace, freely and quietly, fully and entirely, to 
them, and their Heirs, of us, and our Heirs, inall Things 
and Places, for ever, as is aforeſaid, „ 

F. LXXXIV. So alſo, it is now Sworn, as well on our 
Part, as on the Part of the Barons, that all theſe Matters 
aboveſaid, ſhall, Bong Fide, and without artful Evaſions, 


be obſerved. | 


F. LXXXV. Tur Perſons aboveſaid, and many others, 


being Witneſſes; given by our own Hand, in the Meadow 


wh ch is called Running Mead, between Windeleſor and 
diane, the fifteenth Day of June, in the ſeventeenth Year 
of our Reign. | 


Tavs was the national Conſtitution again reſtored, The 

revailing Diſcords, between the King and People, by chis 
Nena of the Original Contract, were happily compoſed, 
and a ſure Remedy provided againſt the like Inconveni- 
encies for the Future. 5 N 

Tuts Charter is but an Exempliſication of the common 
Law of England, in theſe Points. And its being recorded 
in the form of a Charter, was chiefly to bind the Vormaz 
Kings, that they ſhould not break in upon the Conſtitu- 
tion, This then is a Summary of the native and Inhe- 
rent Rights and Privileges of Britiſh Subjects, which being 


held or derived from no King, it cannot be in any King's 


Power to abrogate or invade them. 3 5 

Bur Such is the inſatiable, wicked Itch of boundleſs 
Power, that commonly attends Men in high Places, that 
tie Counſellors of the Crown, in thoſe Days, as foon as 
Peace was eſtabhſhed, laid themſclves out for all Means 
and Opportunities of deſtroying this great Security of the 
public Liberties, nay, of the Government its Self! For, 
tho” many. Duplicates of this, and former Charters were 
palſed, under the great Seal, and diſperſed thro* the 
Hands of Barons, Biſhops, Abbots, Sherifs, and other. 
Miniſters and Officers of the Crown, for their better Pre- 


ſervation, as well as Promulgation, and to enforce the- 
due obſervance of them; yet, in proceſs of time, they 


ere almoſt all deſtroyed. For at the, paſſing this Char- 


ter, 


oa." 


| 
[ 
| 
| 


' Vain content, and to deceive them, commiſſioned the She- 
rifs of the ſeveral Counties to impannel Juries and to hold 


bis Father's Charter. He was exceſſively fond of Fo 


en 3 in the State; and their Adulation had gaine 


441 


ter, there was but one of King Henry the fir M's to be ſuc 
found; and at the paſſing the Charter of /7ez;y-che third, iſe: 


hereafrer mentioned, we can find none of theſe to be had, Mint 


ſuch has always been the Diligence and Induſtry of bad his 


"Princes and wicked Miniſters to deſtroy the Traces of our WC 
Conſtitution, as the Sole, certain Method of eſtabliſhing th 
a Deſpotic Government. m7 
Tris great Charter is to be accounted an AR of Par- Nos 


1 to all Intents, and purpoſes, declaratory of the 
antient Common Law of England, and is compriſed in ra 
the Original Contract, and as Such is to be obſerved and Wi 


performed by King and People for Ever. 10 
War the People demanded the reneſits of the Liber 72 


ties granted to them by Magna nd, King eien y tie I. 


third's evil Counſellors, the better to lu the! People ii. o 


Inqueſts to aſcertain the Liberties in Conteſt. In ſuch an 
Enquiry, it is eaſy to conceive, what imperfect Informi- 
tion muſt be obtained, from Country Juries, eſpecially, 
in thoſe Days of Ignorance and Confuſion. Yet, even 
then, tho* moſt of the Copies of John's Charter were ſup- 
preſſed or deſtroyed, the Impreſſion of it, as well, as ihe 
native Senſe of Freedom, ſtuck ſo Strongly, eve , on the 
moſt mean and vulgar Minds, that in anſwer to tne: Jou! 
Demands, in the nineth Year of this Kings's Reign, 
another great Charter, upon much the ſame Pa 
and Principles with the former, was paſſed ; but bu. 
Wiles of ſome proſtituted Slaves in the Miniſtry, » 00 
a wicked Intent to Subſtract ſome of the principal Secui- 
ties of our Government, out of this Charter, ſome of tie 
moſt material Articles of '7-hz's Charter, (to wit) $. XVII. 
XVIII. XXI. LX. LXXIII. LXXXIV. were ons ted. 
But the Fraud being in part diſcovered, the XXI. Artic: 
was reſtored and explained, by the Clamor and Strig- 
gles of the Parliament. 

 Howszvea this King did not long NP AR Pp own or 


reign, Slaviſh F latterers, with whom he filled all the . 


ſuch 


= „ 1 
ſuch an Aſcendant over him, that he Submitted himſelf 
entirely to their Rule and Guidance. And ſo, by the 
Inſtigation of De Burgo, his Chief Juſtice, he, F | 
Chis Fathers Dureſſe and his own Non-age, at paſſing thele 
E Charters, declared them, in full Parliament, null and void, 
that he would not be bound by either, and in their Preſence, 
cncelled a Duplicate of his Magna Charta, by tearing 
off the great Seal, with his own Hands. 3 
Tuis and other Inſtances of this King's arbitrary Power 
raiſed the ſame Spirit againſt him, that had been, by the 
-e means, raiſed againſt his Father. T he Lords and 
Commons aſſociated againſt him and his Herd of foreign 
Panders and Paraſites, and waged War againſt them, 
They were intime joined by moſt of the Biſhops, and other 
Food Subjects of the Realm; ſo that the King was reduc- 
ed to be the ncminal Leader, in Fact, the Dupe, of a par- 
cel of French Mercenaries; which he, tho' late diſcovered, 
videred them to be ſtripped of their ill gotten Treaſure, 
and baniſhed the Realm, and then, for a while, returned to 
his Allegiance to the Conſtitution. He called Parliaments 
nd paſſed an Act for enforcing the inviolable Obſervation 
of Magna Charta, and for appointing certain great Men 
ruſtees to ſee this Act executed. But by hearkening a- 
zun, to evil Counſel, he was again brought into a Relapſe; 
hich put the Lords and Commons, once more, under 
heneceſſity of taking Arms againſt their Tyrant in Defence 
ot their Liberties. In which, being Victorious, they took 
he King and Prince into their Cuſtody, and kept them for 
ome time Priſoners, till by an ill fated Diviſion among the 
Feat Men, he was permitted to Eſcape, upon promiſing 
0 reſtore Magna Charta. This Divilion ruined the Aſſo- 
ation; ſo that after the King had made his Eſcape, he re- 
Vutec. his foreign Forces, and forgot, or diſregarded all his 
'romiſes, But the Spirit of Liberty reanimating and re- 
uting the broken Lords and Commons, they became, in 
ic end, too powerfull for the King and his Party; fo that 
aters were, after a Struggle of forty Years, happily 
ompromiſed between the Kingand People; the Foreigners 
e ſent Home, and Magna Charta with Charta de Foreſ- 
Mas, once more, eſtabliſhed and confirmed, the 20th Year 
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of his Reign, and again confirmed by A& of Parliament 
the 52d. of the ſame. 
Macna CHARTA was three teveral times confirmed by 
Edward the firſt; and this, with the Charter of the Forel, 
was ordered to be ſent, under the Great Seal, to Juſtice o 
the Foreſt, Sheriffs and other Officers of the Crown ; to 
all Cities and Cathedral Churches; and that they ſhoul 
be read and publiſhed in every County, four ſtated Days in 
the Year, and twice in the Year in every Church. 
For the Reader's Satisfaction 1 ſhall here tranſcribe King 
 Epwarp's Charter of Confirmation, together with the 
Sentence of the Clergy pronounced upon "the Breakers o 
theſe Charters, Which ſhews, that Zaics and Ecelgiglin 
agreed in aſſerting and Securing their common Right 
and * ; 


A Con- 
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Confirmation of the CHARTER RS of the 


' Liberties of E N G LA D, and of the 
FonkEs T, made in the 3 5th Year of 
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N DW AR D by the Grace of God King of Eng- 
and, Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Guyan to all 


49 wes 


oc theſe preſent Letters ſhall' hear of or be, Greeting: 
: Know vx, that we to the Honor of God, and of Holy 
urch, and to the profit of our Realm, havs Granted for 


and our Heirs, that the Charter of Liberties, and the 
harter of the Forreſt ; which were made by Common 
Aﬀent of all the Realm, in the time of King Henry our 
ather, hall be kept in every point without Breach. And 
ve will, that the ſame Charter ſhall be ſent under our 
teal, as well to our Juſtices of the Forreſt, as to others, 
nd to all Sheriffs of Shires ; and to all our other Officers, 
nd to all our Cities throughout the Realm, together with 
ur Writs, in which it ſhall be contained that they cauſe 
he aforeſaid Charters to be Publiſhed, and to declare to 
he People, that we have Confirmed them in all points. 
Ind that our Juſticers, Sheriffs, Mayors, and other Mi- 
liſters, which under us have the Laws of our Land to 
de, ſhall allow the ſame Charters pleaded before them, 
Judgment in all their points, that is to wit, the Great 
harter as the Common Law, and the Charter of the 
orreſt, for the Wealth of our Realm, En” Ion 
Chap. 2. Axp we will, that if any Judgment be given, 
om henceforth, contrary to the points of the Charters 
foreſaid, by the Juſticers,or byany other our Miniſters, that 
vid plea before them, againſt the Points of the Charters, 
ſhall be undone and holden for nought. © 
Chap. 3. AND we will, that the ſame Charters ſhall be 
on. rt under our Seal, to Cathedral Churches throughout 
r Realm, there to remain, and ſhall be read before the 
ple two Times by the Lear. 
OE I hs Sos mo ye Chap. 45 


F 


the forefaid Charters, or that in any point break or uf 
them. And that the ſaid Curſes, be twice a Year. denour 


fame Prelates or any of them, be Remiſs in the Deny 


Realm are in fear, that the Aids and Taxes which the 


and other folk of Holy Church, as alſo to Earls; Barons 


Aids and Prices due and accuſtomed. 


queſt have clearly Releaſed it, and have granted for d 
and our Heirs, that we ſhall not take ſuch things witho 


[287] 

Chap. 4. An that all the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops ſh 
. pronounce the Sentence of Excommunucation | againſt 4 
Thoſe that by Word, Deed, or Council, do contrary t 


ced and publifyed by the Prelates aforeſaid. And if th 


ciation of the ſaid Sentences, the Archbiſhop of Canterhan 
and York, for the time being, ſhall compell and diftra 
them to the Execution of their Duties in form aforeſaid 
_ © Chap. 5. Axp for fo much as divers People of o 


have given to us hefore- time towards our Wars, ando 
ther buſineſſes of their own Grant or good Will, (hone 
ver they were made) might turn to a Bondage to them and 
their Heirs, becauſe they might be at another time foun 
In the Rolls, and likewiſe tor the Prizes taken throughout 
the Realm by our Miniſters : We have granted for 
and our Heirs, that we ſhall ' not draw ſuch Aid 
[Faxes nor Prices into a Cuſtom, for any that hath bet 
done heretofore, be it by Roll, or any other Precedent tha 
may be founden, 1 0 ul 
* Chap. 6. MortoverR, we have granted for us and ou 
Heirs, as well to Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Abbots, Prior 


and to all the Commonalty of the Land, that for no buli 
nefs from henceforth we ſhall take ſuch manner of Aid 
Taxes, or Prices, but by the common aſſent of the Realn 
and for the common profit thereof; ſaving the Ancie 


Chap. 7. Anp for fo much, as the more part of th 
Commonalty of the Realm find themſelves fore grieve 
with the Maletot of Wools, that is, to wit, a Toll 0 
Forty Shillings for every Sack of Wool, and have mad 
Petition to us for to Releaſe the ſame : Ve at their Re 


their common conſent and good will, taving to Us an 


— — ——  — 
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Heirs the Cuſtom of Wools, Skins and Leather, 
anted betore by the Commonalty aforeſaid. in Witneſs 
Which things, we have cauſed our Letters to be Patent. 

nels Edward our Son, at Londgn, the 1oth of Ocfo- 
, and the twenty-fifth Year of our Reign. 


al 


he SENTENCE of the CrerGy againſt the 
rREAKERS of the ARTICLES above Written. 


N the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
Amen. .Whereas our Sovereign Lord the King, to the . 
| Honour of. God, and of Haly Church, and for the Com- 
n profit of the Realm, hath granted for him and his Heirs 
ever, 1he/e Articles above written; Robert Archb ſnop 
un Canturbury, Primate of ail England, admoniſbed all bis 
on o2ince, one, twice, and thrice ; Becauſe that ſhortneſs 
Il not ſuffer ſo much Delay, as to give Knowledge to all 
People of England of. theſe preſents in Writting. We © 
xe cfore enjoin all Perſons, of what Efate ſoever they be, 
chalW! bey and every of them, as much as in them ts, ſhall up- 
and maintain theſe Article: granted by our Sov. L. the 
lo in all points. And all thoſe that in any point do refit 
ori eat, or in any manner berea/ter, procure, Council, or 
ons” ways aſſent to ref or break thole Ordinances, or go 
uit it, by.word or deed, openty or privily, by any manner of 
ene or Colour: Ie the aforeſaid Archbiſhops by our . 
thority in this Writing expreſied, do Fxcommunicete and 
ci rſe, and from the Body of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, and 
1 all the C:mnany of : *eaven, and from all the Sacraments 
* th Church do Sequeſicr and cxcludz. oo 


bus zealous were our Anceſtors to preſerve their Li- 
males from Encroachments : For they | contented not 
mſclves with the mere Strength of human Policy, but 
&d Religious Obligations to their Aid, to ſecure their 
hol erties entire and inviolate. 

Is the memorable Reign of that great Prince Edward 


ed, Maca CHarTa received ſeveral Confirmations. 
"#184 ſecond Year of his Reign it was enacted, that 
"ature againſt this Declaration of the fundamental Law, 


ud be null and void. And 


e BY Ih 
In the fourth -Year of the Reign of Richard the fecond, 
it. was appointed to be read at the opening the Parliament 
being looked upon as the Foundation and Standard dt vi 
Laws. In ſhort, theſe, two Charters have been ratified by 
32 different Acts of Parliament. | 
Ir is ſurpriſing to find Coke, and almoſt all the Law wall 
that cite or ſet forth Magna Charta, cite that of Hairy che: 
| third, only ; whereas that of Jobn, being equally an At 
| | Patliament, and equally valid, is quite overlooked, Ih 
muſt look on this ſeeming. Overſight, as 4 poor Piece d | 
Complaiſance; or Servility; for it cannot be I gnorance in the 
Writers. I have choſen theformer, as the moſt full and per 
fect Statute, and recommend it to the ſerious Peruſal of ai 
thoſe that regardthe National Conſtitution and their own Fi 
dom and Wellfare. I ſhall hereafter ſhew; how every Iriſ Mu 
has an Inheritance in this Charter, as well, as in that granted 
to this Kingdom, by Henry the third; in the firſt Year of 
Reign, whichwas nine Years before he granted ene to E 
land, which ſeems to be but a Copy of ours; with li 
more Variation, than the Names of.Perſons, Places and i 
1 As We are no more confined to this Charter oil 
Henry the third, than the Engliſh are by his to them, be 
choſe to lay before you, that which contains the plaineſt or 
fulleſt Declarations of our Rights and Liberties, which WWD: 
Thall occaſionally apply in the Sequel. Ike 
No Government can Subſiſt, in Freedom and Indede 
dence, without keeping up Strictly, a perfect Balland 
between the Parts, and obliging tlie Head and every Nn 
ber of the Body Politic to diſcharge its reſpective Fund 
on, within its proper Sphere. 
Ir is the want of underſtanding, or regarding this Prin 
tiple; that has always occaſioned Pifferences between th 
King and People, and raiſed thoſe hateful Diſtinctions 
Court and Country Party. Whit Slaves; can be fo Pa 
I verſe, ſo baſe, or fo wicked, as to inſinuate, that a Kin 
| of theſe Realms can have any Intereſt, Separate, or diſtin 
| from chat of his Country, or his People ? Both have, al 
| can have, but one common Intereſt, Every Step the K 
1 is Advanced towards an Incroachment on the Righs« 
ths s People ſo far is he abaſed and weakened, inſtead 


exaltt 
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eralted and: the 'neafer is the national Conſtitution brought 
to a final Diſſolution. And fo on the contrary, the Peo- 
ple cannot be ſafe if their King be Weakened or diſhonor- 
red; for this muſt, likewiſe, endanger the Common Wealth. 
Tur Syſtem of your Conſtitution, which this Charter 
xhibits, every Man of what Rank, or Degree ſoever, is 
indifpenſably bound to preſerve and to obſerve. And nd 
nend to our Eſtabliſhment can ſuffer the King, or his Mi- 
niſters to violate the Obligations on their Parts, any more 
han they would ſuffer the Subjects to break Faith and 
Allegiance to the Government, on theirs. 5 : 
Wu are made free by our Laws; and muſt continue 
d, while due Regard is Paid to them. And as they 


ind the Small and Great alike, no man can be exempted , 
Aa om them, without doing Violence to the Conſtitution. 
te s all Men ſhould Combine to Support the Laws of their 
fü ountry, ſince upon the due Obſervance of them depends 


e well-being of the whole; ſo all Men ſhould Combine 
o bring the moſt Powerfull Delinquents to due Obedience, 
0 the Law, or to condign Puniſhment. ; 
As he, that Conceals a T raitorous Conſpiracy againſt 
he Government, is guilty of Treaſon, and accountable 
aner all the Miſchiefs that do, or may, Enſue, for want of a 
Diſcovery ; ſo he that ſees any Incroachment, made, or 
Kely to be made, on the Rights and Liberties of the Peo- 
dene, who are always moſtly in danger, from the Power 
It the great; and does not diſcover it; is acceſſary to all 
e Evils, that may or ſhall attend his Country: For, as 
inc rery ſuch Incroachment muſt tend, directly, or indirectly, 
the Subverſion of the national Conſtitution, ſo every 
Ping erſon, who Countenances or Conceals ſuch Incroach- 
tents, is an Enemy to his King and Country, and, in 
ns me Degree, a Parricide. FL 
Fe Fro this Principle it is, that I have undertaken this 
Kiek, unequal to it as I may be found. If I ſhould be 
ſtrong, my good Intentions ſhould plead my Excuſe, 


e, Mt it is but Charity to believe me in the Kight, till the 
; | contrary 
This 0 

p, 

cad : | 

alted i 


later I have no Fear, becauſe you have, of late, convinced 
dicate your Rights, as far as they are made known t 


1 hall, on this Aſſurance, open them to your view, i 


1 
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contrary is inade to appear, and no Man has publicly, yet 
contradicted” a ſingle Aſſertion l have made. 

lx the above Poſitions be juſt, judge for your ſelves, 
lab is moſt likely to ſerve you faithfully in Parliament: 
Enquire whether or no, any Incroachments on the popular 
Power and Privileges has been made or threatened ? And 
by whom? Ard who is moſt likely to contend for Re. 
dreſs of paſs'd, and to obviate impending;-' Grievances! 
Let this Charter be the Teſt cf your Liberties, and 
weigh theſe. important Matters, as becomes Freemen and 
good Subjects. Remember that if you be not free, it mul 
be your own Faults. And that, as we bleſs our Anceſtor 


for leaving us free, ſo your Poſterity will heap Curſes on 


you, if you be in any wiſe inſtrumental, or but barely 
conſenting, to the intailing Slavery on them. But of th 


me, and indeed every Body, that you: will aſſert and vin 
you; and as far as they have come within my Knowlege, 


It pleaſes God to OY the Faun rn the - a and th 
or Ss 6.4 
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N BEST BELOVED Barrnaxx AND p Fans, 

N 7 ours. en ei 
Vos: fo aud ace, 
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